
NHDI Central Region Students

Advancing to State Contest
Division Category Students Schools Title

Junior Individual Documentary Steve Hackwelder The Mythological Beings

Sweeping the Clouds Away:  How Sesame Street Revolutionized 

Children’s Television

Junior Group Documentary Ginny Neumeister, Hailey Neumeister The Mythological Beings

The Concealed Contributions of Elizebeth Smith Friedman: 

Cracking Communication through Codebreaking

Junior Group Performance Elizabeth Schuth, Emily Hackwelder, Sophie Farnum The Mythological Beings The White Rose: Pamphlets and Peaceful Protest in Nazi Germany

Junior Individual Exhibit Eli Burrell Eastwood Middle School Tale of Two Satellites

Senior Paper Vasiliki Sendelweck North Central High School Miscommunication in the OJ Trial

Senior Paper Amelia Ringor Lafayette Central Catholic Jr/Sr High School

Smokey Bear‘s Consistent Fire Prevention Message: 

Understanding It’s Lasting Impact and Why It Remained the Same 

for Seven Decades

Senior Paper Todd Wilson North Central High School June 11, 1963: Leadership In a Time of Division

Senior Paper Claudia Lausch North Central High School

ACT UP  Communication: The Key To Understanding In a Time of 

Crisis

Senior Paper Bridget Bodey Carmel High School McCarthyism: The Power of One Man's Paranoia

Senior Paper Bridget Collins North Central High School

Yellow Journalism: Communication to Inform and Influence the 

Masses

Senior Individual Documentary Ben Boyce Carmel High School

Flowers and Explosions: How One TV Advertisement Changed the 

Course of Political Advertising

Senior Individual Documentary Sydney Schultz Carmel High School

Communication Through Architecture: Freemasons in the Scottish 

Rite Cathedral

Senior Individual Documentary Zoey Roth North Central High School We Shall Overcome: The Power of Protest Music in the 1960s

Senior Individual Documentary Roohi Sanka Carmel High School

"Until the Boys Come Back": the Role of Propaganda in 

Communication

Senior Individual Documentary Ella Williams North Central High School Set Free From the Angel of Death: The Right of Forgiveness

Senior Individual Documentary Paras Punater Carmel High School

Communication Through Legislation: How the Nunn-Lugar Act 

Secured the Nation

Senior Individual Documentary Kenny Goldfinger North Central High School

Prelude to the Presidency: Communication Through Campaign 

Songs

Senior Individual Documentary Faith Austin Carmel High School Zitkála-Šá: The Red Bird Who Called for Change

Senior Individual Documentary Henry Santamaria North Central High School

The International Cultural Exchange and Trade Fair Participation 

Act of 1956: Worldwide Communication Through Art in the Cold 

War Era.

Senior Individual Documentary Emily Barbus North Central High School The Music of John Lennon: Inspiring Unity in Times of Chaos

Senior Individual Documentary Ayden Hagemann Carmel High School

The Black 14: How a Silencing of College Athletes Made Their 

Voices Louder

Senior Individual Documentary Jonathan Yang Carmel High School How Poor Communication Led to the Soviet Atomic Bomb

Senior Individual Documentary Morgan Henry North Central High School

The Battle of the Sexes: Impact of Communication Through the 

Media
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Senior Group Documentary Erin Kong, Kyra Escobar, Lorna Ding Carmel High School Students Against the Vietnam War: Voices that Moved the Nation

Senior Group Documentary Jiamian Qian, Oliver Zhu Carmel High School

D-Day: How the Allies Prepared  Why it Set Them On the Course 

to Victory

Senior Group Documentary Liesel Schmidt, Matthew Paraboschi Carmel High School The Zimmerman Telegram: Understanding Communication in War

Senior Group Documentary

Aditya Ariyur, Akash Bhowmik, Archit Kalra, Colin Zou, 

Diego Valencia Carmel High School Able Archer 83: A borderline save from all-out war

Senior Group Documentary Kent Fujita, Rohan Daniel Carmel High School Pigeons In World War 1

Senior Group Documentary Emma Vatnsdal, Samantha Camire North Central High School

The Radium Girls: Luminescent Paint, Glow-in-the-Dark Watches, 

and the Women Who Died Making Them

Senior Group Documentary Hank Fleetwood, William Kaiser North Central High School FDR and The Fireside Chats

Senior Group Documentary Ayaan Abbasi, Sanchali Pothuru Carmel High School Signature Style: The Life of Eleanor Lambert

Senior Group Documentary John Sormillon, Srikrishna Ganeshan Carmel High School Silent Talkers of the Allies

Senior Group Documentary Amogha Paleru, Brooke Ye Carmel High School

Billie Holiday and Strange Fruit: The Key to Shifting Dynamics in a 

Bitter Society

Senior Group Documentary Eva Qiao, Wonu Park Carmel High School Operation Fortitude: A Series of Manipulated Communication

Senior Group Documentary Ashley Young, Ella Hammond Zionsville Community High School

It Started with Katharine Graham: Women's Climb to the Top of 

Corporate America

Senior Individual Performance Ella Dyer Carmel High School Audre Lorde: A Language of Peace Uprooted From Oppression

Senior Individual Performance Logan Buck Triton Central High School Alexander Graham Bell

Senior Group Performance Erin Balaska, Samantha Ackley Triton Central High School Communicating Roles: The Television Housewife

Senior Group Performance

Benjamin Riggins, David Steele, Isabella Scott, Kiefer 

Earl, Maggie Schweitzer Triton Central High School James Whitcomb Riley: Spreading Joy Through Poetry

Senior Individual Exhibit Ria Punater Carmel High School Sweet Pancakes in a Sticky Situation

Senior Individual Exhibit Alex Katz Carmel High School History of the ESRB

Senior Individual Exhibit Ava Arora North Central High School On the Brink of Nuclear War

Senior Individual Exhibit Melaina Munson Carmel High School Communication in the HIV AIDS Epidemic

Senior Individual Exhibit Nikolai Viswanath (Student) Carmel High School The Role Of The Black Press In The Civil Rights Movement

Senior Individual Exhibit Olivia Xiang Carmel High School Upton Sinclair's Muckraking Journalism: The Jungle

Senior Individual Exhibit Sajida Qaddoura North Central High School Trailblazing Trio: The First Ladies that Changed America

Senior Individual Exhibit Ridhi Dondeti Carmel High School The Culper Code: How the Thirteen Colonies Won the Revolution

Senior Individual Exhibit Julien Gourgue Carmel High School

Desmond Doss WWII Conscientious Objector Saved over 75 

Soldiers Without Carrying a Gun

Senior Individual Exhibit Alexandra Vest Carmel High School The Legacy of the First School for the Blind

Senior Individual Exhibit Chelsea Moran Carmel High School Propaganda Posters in the Chinese Cultural Revolution

Senior Individual Exhibit Ojus Giri Carmel High School

The First Televised Debate - Setting the Precedent for future 

Presidents

Senior Individual Exhibit Elise Collins North Central High School A War of Words: Propaganda as Communication in WWII
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Senior Group Exhibit Gabrielle Aitken, Sarah Betancourt Carmel High School "GIRLS TO THE FRONT!"

Senior Group Exhibit Katherine Rizzuto, Nora Perkins Carmel High School Fight for Freedom

Senior Group Exhibit Arianna Brown, Katherine Schallwig Carmel High School Lyda Conley: Advocate of the Wyandotte

Senior Group Exhibit Bhargava Mortha, Varun Rao Carmel High School The Tehran Conference

Senior Group Exhibit Brendan Richardson, Dyllan Rutledge, Kamdyn Gaines Morristown Jr-Sr High School

Atari: The Console That Communicated a New Beginning to How 

Games are Played

Senior Group Exhibit Kennedie Baldwin, Whitney Fung Carmel High School Dehumanizing The Japanese

Senior Group Exhibit Emerson Priest, Sydney Adler North Central High School Na-Nil-in  Ha-Neh-Al-Enji (Confidential Communication)

Senior Group Exhibit Claire Swigart, Greta Heyl Carmel High School A Not So Silent Spring

Senior Group Exhibit Kaitlyn Musapatika, Samantha Smith Carmel High School Braille: A New Way For The Blind to See

Senior Group Exhibit Laura Eaken, Molly Southworth North Central High School How Communication Exposed the President

Senior Group Exhibit Clare Sullivan, Grace Lesher Carmel High School Native American Code Talkers

Senior Group Exhibit George Emerson, Ryune Kono Carmel High School How Pigeons Changed the World

Senior Group Exhibit Hamza Aburaddad, Royce Brown Carmel High School Pravda: The Face of Soviet Propaganda

Senior Group Exhibit Aila McKeown, Katherine Neglia Carmel High School Chlorpromazine: From the Lab to American Homes

Senior Individual Website Kevin Qu Carmel High School The Cuban Missile Crisis: A Disaster Avoided

Senior Individual Website Lizzie Koschnick North Central High School

Photography and the Vietnam War: Impact on Public Opinion and 

the Media's Transparency

Senior Individual Website Zoe Tu Carmel High School Yellow Peril: Anti-Chinese Sentiment in the United States

Senior Individual Website Claire He Carmel High School Tiananmen Protests

Senior Individual Website Claire Swathwood Carmel High School Bernice Sandler: Equalizing Women to Men

Senior Individual Website Nicolas Enciso North Central High School The Cuban Missile Crisis The Nuclear Arms Race

Senior Individual Website Sydney White Carmel High School

Alan Turing - The Enigma Code and the Birth of Artificial 

Intelligence

Senior Individual Website Rebecca Lee Carmel High School Strategic, Clandestine, and Musical

Senior Individual Website Robert Nies Carmel High School The Quadruplex Telegraph

Senior Individual Website Sara Jacobi North Central High School Women Code Breakers: Communication Behind the Scenes

Senior Individual Website Christine Hu Carmel High School Man on the Moon

Senior Individual Website Hudson Pangan North Central High School All Aboard: The Evolution of Communication in the Railroad

Senior Group Website Grady Hadar, Nate Killeen North Central High School

Oscar Robertson: How Communication Changed the Social 

Landscape of Sports

Senior Group Website Arjun Purohit, Richard Gao Carmel High School The Wealth of Nations: The Spread of Capitalism

Senior Group Website Catherine Stauffer, Julia Stauffer Herron High School

Many Warnings: How Communication Saved the Life of Abraham 

Lincoln

Senior Group Website Hrithik Arcot, Owen Mei Carmel High School Ninety-Five Theses: The Catalyst For the Protestant Reformation

Senior Group Website Alyson Barnes, Amara Berger North Central High School Feminine Mystique: The Second Wave of Feminism

Senior Group Website Ankita Dey, Arriya Arif Carmel High School Rastro Bhasha Bangla Chai: The Bengali Language Movement

Senior Group Website David Racovan, Sanay Bahl Carmel High School

The Protests of Tiananmen Square: A Story of Hope, Retaliation, 

and Censorship

Youth/Elementary Individual Exhibit Kaylee Birnell Maplewood Elementary School Emmitt Till

Youth/Elementary Individual Exhibit Isabella Brooks Maplewood Elementary School The Diary of Anne Frank
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Youth/Elementary Group Exhibit Audrey Miller, Brooklyn Sherwood, Reagan Sherwood Fayette Central Elementary Communication in Hiding: The Diary of Anne Frank

Youth/Elementary Group Exhibit

Betzy Castaneda, Maya Wakefield, Neyda Ibanez-

Garcia Maplewood Elementary School Hellen Keller Communicating in Sign Language

Youth/Elementary Group Exhibit Keagan Ritter, Madison Fisher Fayette Central Elementary The Fayette County Free Fair: A Tradition since 1903


