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[animated short. running time: 5 minutes, 17 seconds]

Nick, a fresh graduate from an East Coast college and an aspiring
screenwriter arrives in Tinseltown and is hired by Vitaly Sumin’s
VM Productions for a project involving a secret cult and the Russian mob.

Nick, a young screenwriter arrives in
Hollywood. After multiple rejections,
he’s offered a job drumming up support for
a documentary by VM Productions. Titled
“Dostoyevsky Reimagined,” it’s about the
making of Vitaly Sumin’s “Notes from the
New World,” an indie art film inspired by
Dostoyevsky’s “Notes from the Underground.”
To explain the project to a guy named Bob,
Nick takes him back to where it all began:
1860s Russia. Back to Hollywood, Nick
soon discovers there’s danger in the air.

Originally planned as a live action film, it was determined early on that animation was the ideal vehicle
for the story’s whimsical and fanciful nature. In keeping with the tone of the source material,

the animated drawings are both spare and humorous - and peppered with unexpected stylistic touches.
Expectations are further defied by the rollicking barrelhouse piano score.

Despite its brevity, the films narrative contains the boxes-in-boxes aspect of a fiction novel.
First, as stated in the synopsis, we have a cartoon character deciding to use his cartooning skills to accomplish
his objective. And while the story presents a fictitious character attempting to attain funding for
a film titled “Dostoevsky Reimagined,” the real-life creators appear to have the same purpose,
albeit a noble one - bringing Dostoevsky into the modern world.
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Produced and directed by Vitaly Sumin | Created, illustrated, and written by Nick Franco | Animation, titles, and editing by Gerardo Torres Carrillo
Music composed by Kevin MacLeod | Subtitles: French, Yanetta Bangoura; Spanish: Claudia C. Mendez; Swedish: Felicia Berntzon;
English - closed captions: Noah Kwan | Poster design/graphics: Fanny Woeng | Artistic advisor/press kit writer: Dan Marcus
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